Log Cabin Ribbon Pillows
Designed by Elaine Schmidt

Beautiful, colorful woven ribbons, placed side-by-side, imitate the look of traditional log
cabin patchwork in this easy-to-sew pillow. The ribbons are fused to a background fabric
and the cut ends of the ribbons are covered by overlapping rows as the design is built
from the center out. The abutted ribbon edges are finished with zig-zag or decorative
machine stitches. This is a prefect project for using the precious ribbon bits in your stash.
Choose a group of 7 – 12 coordinating woven ribbons in various widths. Keep in mind
that many woven ribbons are reversible and each side can be used for a different look.
Mix patterns with dots and stripes and even solid ribbons to create this modern and crazy
take on log cabin patchwork.

Materials Needed:
- An assortment of coordinating woven ribbons in 3/8”, 5/8”, 7/8” and 1 ½” widths.
I used the following ribbon styles from Renaissance Ribbons to make this pillow:
o 1 ¼ yd. of 1 ½” Circles & Waves in Teal/Pistachio
o ½ yd. of 3/8” Arrowhead by Sue Spargo in Lime/Turquoise
o 7/8 yd. of 5/8” Polka Dots in Pistachio/Brown
o 7/8 yd. of 5/8” Polka Dots in Turquoise/Brown
o 3/8 yd. of 7/8” Circles & Waves in Teal/Pistachio
o ½ yd. of 7/8” Bird in Blue/Green
o ½ yd. of 1 ½” Polka Dots in Pistachio/Brown
o ½ yd. of 1 ½” Polka Dots in Turquoise/Brown
- ¾ yd. - quilting weight cotton fabric that coordinates with the selected ribbons. I
like to use a small print that enhances the ribbon patterns and let’s them stand out
from the background.
- Sewable Iron-Ad Adhesive Tape in ¼”, 3/8”. 5/8” and 7/8” widths (Or cut your
own strips from iron-on adhesive yardage.)
- 16” Soft Touch ® pillow insert
- Fusi-Boo™ batting
- Coordinating thread
- Usual sewing supplies

Instructions:
1. Cut an 18” square of fabric and Fusi-Boo™ batting. Following instructions on
packaging, fuse batting to back of fabric. Place a mark or pin at the center of the
fabric square to aid in placement of the ribbons.
2. Cut two 3 1/2"” lengths of 1 ½” ribbon for the center square of the pillow.
Following manufacturer’s instructions, apply adhesive tape to the back of the
ribbons. Center and fuse the ribbons on each side of the center point mark.

3. Cut a 3 1/2"” length of 3/8” ribbon and apply iron-on adhesive tape to the back.
Position it above the center ribbons, covering cut edges as shown and fuse.

4. Cut a 4” length of 3/8” ribbon and apply iron-on adhesive tape to the back.
Position it to the left of the center ribbons, abutting edges as shown and fuse.

5. Cut a 4” length of 3/8” ribbon for the bottom edge. In this case I reversed the
woven ribbon to show the opposite contrasting side. Or, you could use a different
coordinating 3/8” ribbon. Apply adhesive to the back of the ribbon and fuse to
bottom edge of the ribbons, making sure that the center is 3” square.

6. Cut a 4 ½” length of 3/8” ribbon. Using the same pattern as the bottom ribbon,
apply adhesive to the back of the ribbon. Position to the left of the center square,
abutting edges as shown and fuse.

7. Using the same sequence, fuse a row of 5/8” ribbons around the center square.
Make sure that the raw edges of the previous ribbons are covered. Each ribbon
length should extend beyond the edge of the square by ¼” – ½” so that the raw
edges will be covered by the next row of ribbons. Use the same ribbons for the
top and right side and a different ribbon for the bottom and left side.

8. In the same way, fuse a row of 7/8” ribbons around the center square.

9. Add a row of 5/8” around the square.

10. The final lengths of ribbons are cut 18” long. Fuse them to the edges of the center
square, extending them out to the sides of the pillow front fabric.

11. Using a machine zig-zag or decorative stitch, sew around each row of ribbon squares,
joining the abutted edges of the ribbons.

12. As fusing and sewing the ribbons can cause the front fabric to shift a bit, make sure
that ribbon patchwork is centered in the front of the pillow and trim the pillow front
to 17” square.
13. To create the overlapping panels for the back of pillow, cut two rectangles of fabric
17” x 12 ½”. Cut two pieces of Fusi-Boo™ batting 17” x 10 ½”. Fuse a piece of
batting to each fabric rectangle, aligning edges along three sides. The fabric will
extend beyond the batting by 2” along the fourth edge. Press this excess fabric to the
back. Press under the cut edge of the fabric ½” and stitch along the edge to finish.

14. Overlap back sections, with finished edges toward center, to form a 17” square.
Stitch ¼” from the raw edge to hold the sections together.
15. Right sides together, sew pillow front to back around all sides with a ½” seam
allowance. Trim excess fabric and batting from corners. Turn pillow right side out
and insert Soft Touch ® pillow insert through overlapped opening in back of pillow.

Larger or smaller pillows can be made by varying the ribbon widths and/or the number of
ribbon rows. The center square can be made with just one ribbon length, creating a 1 ½”
center square. The ribbon patchwork should be 3 ½” – 5” smaller than the dimensions of
the pillow insert. All 3 pillows shown below were made in the same technique.
Have fun combining and designing with ribbons!

